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of another conflict, owing to the quarrel between Henry II
and Becket. There was the danger that, if Henry were
alienated, the two most powerful sovereigns of the West
would join hands against him, with very grave consequences
for the Church. To avert this, he did his best to bring about
a reconciliation between king and archbishop, and had to
face the reproaches of his own supporters for his lukewarmness
in the cause of Becket ; Becket himself complained that he
was fighting the Pope's battle with no support from the
Pope. But Alexander saw more clearly than his critics how
best to act in the interests of the Church, and his diplomatic
patience was ultimately rewarded. When Henry was dis-
graced by the murder of Becket, he had to make conces-
sions which restored to the Papacy much of the authority
which it had exercised before his accession. The results of
the papal victory were more marked in England than in
Germany. In consolidating the advance that had been made,
Alexander's expert legal knowledge was of great service. His	0
definition of the law and his judgment on doubtful points, HI
especially in his correspondence with the English Church,1
the instruction he gave as to the rules and procedure of the
ecclesiastical courts to introduce conformity with Roman
custom, brought him, both as the source and the authoritative
interpreter of the law of the Church and as supreme judge,
into close contact with the various churches ; they, deferring
to his opinion and accepting his direction, became accustomed
to his monarchical government. His legislative work was as
important for the future of Canon Law as for the necessities
of his own day ; in the first official collection — the Dccrc tales
of Gregory IX — nearly 500 of Alexander IIPs decretals were
included. Certainly his Papacy was of unusual length, but
he was engaged, during eighteen of the twenty-two years
that he was Pope, in a conflict with the Emperor which might
well have absorbed all his energies ; in spite of this his
achievement was such that he is entitled to rank among those
Popes who have contributed most to the internal government
and jurisdiction of the Church.
His greatest moment as a law-giver was at the Third ^hc Third
Lateran Council in March 1179.   This, like its two prede- o
1 Ct my article on this subject in the Cambridge Historical Journal,
Vol. II, n. &

